
So you want to 
learn about 
race?

Compiled with efforts to help one’s understanding of 
racism, with emphasis on anti-Black racism

Please note this list is not exhaustive, rather a sample to 
broaden and deepen one’s own learning journey

*denotes a Canadian resource
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Books (non-fiction 
and novels)
• Adichie, Chimamanda Ngozi. Americanah

• Alexander, M. The New Jim Crow.

• Anderson, C.(2017). White Rage: The unspoken truth of our 
racial divide.

• Austin, David. Fear of a Black Nation: Race, sex and security 
in sixties Montreal *

• Baldwin, James. (1955). Notes of a Native Son

• Clarke, Austin. The Polished Hoe

• Cooper, Afua. The Hanging of Angélique *

• Cole, Desmond. The Skin We're In: A year of Black 
resistance and power. *

• Colvin, Jeffrey. Africville: A novel*

https://www.amazon.ca/Americanah-Chimamanda-Ngozi-Adichie/dp/0307397920
https://newjimcrow.com/about
https://www.professorcarolanderson.org/white-rage
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/fear-of-a-black-nation/9781771130103-item.html?ikwid=fear+of+a+black+nation&ikwsec=Home&ikwidx=0#algoliaQueryId=30ede6d87ebbdc1f7dc02b7ebdf91e64
https://www.amazon.ca/Notes-Native-Son-James-Baldwin/dp/0807006238
https://www.amazon.ca/Polished-Hoe-Austin-Clarke/dp/0887621341
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/the-hanging-of-angelique/9780006392798-item.html?ikwid=the+hanging+of+angelique&ikwsec=Home&ikwidx=0#algoliaQueryId=57bc441927c9ac854364aa6e6eb0669f
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.ca/books/536075/the-skin-were-in-by-desmond-cole/9780385686341
https://www.harpercollins.ca/9781443458474/africville/


Books
• Diangelo, Robin. White fragility: Why it's so hard for 

white people to talk about racism

• Diverlus, Hudson, Ware. Until We Are Free: Reflections 
on Black Lives Matter in Canada *

• Edo-Lodge, Reni. Why I’m No Longer Talking To White 
People About Race

• Foster, Cecil. They Call Me George: The untold story of 
Black train porters and the birth of modern Canada * 

• Muhammed, K.G. The Condemnation of Blackness: Race, 
crime and the making of modern urban America

• Hill, Lawrence. The Book of Negroes * 

• Kendi, Ibram.  Stamped from the Beginning

• Kendi, Ibram. How to be an Anti-Racist

• Maynard, Robyn. Policing Black Lives: State violence in 
Canada from slavery to present. * 

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/566247/white-fragility-by-robin-diangelo/
https://www.amazon.ca/Until-We-Are-Free-Reflections/dp/0889776946
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/why-im-no-longer-talking/9781408870556-item.html
http://www.cecilfoster.ca/portfolio-view/call-george-untold-story-black-train-porters-birth-modern-canada/
https://www.amazon.ca/Condemnation-Blackness-Making-Modern-America/dp/0674062116
https://www.amazon.ca/Book-Negroes-Novel-Lawrence-Hill/dp/1443408980
https://www.ibramxkendi.com/stamped-from-the-beginning
https://www.ibramxkendi.com/how-to-be-an-antiracist-1
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/policing-black-lives-state-violence/9781552669792-item.html?ref=shop%3abooks%3abooks-antiracist%3aantiracist-reading-top-books-1%3a8%3a


Books

• Metz, J. Dying of Whiteness

• Morrison, Toni. Beloved

• Oluo, Ijeoma. So You Want to Talk about Race

• Philip, M. NourbeSe. Blank: Essays and Interviews *

• Reynolds, Graham. Viola Desmond’s Canada*

• Rothstein, R. The Color of Law

• Saad, Layla F. Me and White Supremacy

• Umrigar, Thrity. Everybody’s Son

• Walcott, R. Black Like Who?: Writing Black Canada*

• Walcott, R. & Abdillahi, I.(2019) Blacklife: Post BLM and the struggle 
for freedom.*

• Wilkerson, I. The Warmth of Other Sun

https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/so-you-want-to-talk/9781580058827-item.html
https://www.amazon.ca/Beloved-Toni-Morrison/dp/1400033411
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/so-you-want-to-talk/9781580058827-item.html
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/blank-essays-and-interviews/9781771663069-item.html?ikwid=M.+NourbeSe+Philip&ikwsec=Home&ikwidx=0#algoliaQueryId=202f2e1670e7042bf26b6f997c1275ed
https://fernwoodpublishing.ca/book/viola-desmonds-canada
https://www.amazon.ca/Color-Law-Forgotten-Government-Segregated/dp/1631492853#:~:text=In%20the%20%22Color%20of%20Law,period%20in%20the%20late%2019th
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/me-and-white-supremacy-combat/9781728209807-item.html?ref=shop%3abooks%3abooks-antiracist%3aantiracist-reading-top-books-1%3a5%3a
https://www.amazon.ca/Everybodys-Son-Novel-Thrity-Umrigar/dp/0062442244
https://www.cbc.ca/books/black-like-who-1.4360606
https://arpbooks.org/Books/B/BlackLife
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/190696/the-warmth-of-other-suns-by-isabel-wilkerson/


Biographies and Personal 
Narratives

• Alexander, Lincoln. Go To School, You’re a Little Black Boy*

• Angelou, Maya. I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings. 

• Baldwin, James. The Fire Next Time

• Brand, Dionne. Bread Out of Stone: Recollections, Sex, Recognitions, 
Race, Dreaming, Politics. *

• Coates, T. Between the World and Me. 

• Keys, Alicia. More Myself: A journey (unabridged)

• Malcolm X. The Autobiography of Malcolm X

• Mandela, Nelson. Long Walk to Freedom

• Obama, Barack. Dreams From My Father: A story of race and 
inheritance.

• Obama, Michelle. Becoming

• Noah, Trevor. Born a Crime: Stories from a South African childhood

• Wright, Richard. Black Boy. 

https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/go-to-school-youre-a/9781554887330-item.html?ikwid=go+to+school+you%27re+a+little+black+boy&ikwsec=Home&ikwidx=0#algoliaQueryId=a64fed547c71cae7da040f320059c5b6
https://www.amazon.ca/Know-Why-Caged-Bird-Sings/dp/0345514408
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/the-fire-next-time/9780679744726-item.html?ikwid=the+fire+next+time&ikwsec=Home&ikwidx=0#algoliaQueryId=a1e80f41b86318b119efb81c5038a023
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/bread-out-of-stone-recollections/9780735279650-item.html?ikwid=Dionne+Brand&ikwsec=Home&ikwidx=0#algoliaQueryId=68903b2a4590bd66170dfac58bfeb935
https://www.amazon.ca/Between-World-Me-Ta-Nehisi-Coates/dp/0812993543
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/more-myself-a-journey/9781250153296-item.html?ikwid=alicia+keys&ikwsec=Home&ikwidx=0#algoliaQueryId=619e246e4063a35c64084161b7fa38c8
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/the-autobiography-of-malcolm-x/9780345350688-item.html?ikwid=malcolm+x&ikwsec=Home&ikwidx=0#algoliaQueryId=dbcec79020ae5074811a3ae37807b3cb
https://www.adifferentbooklist.com/?searchtype=keyword&qs=long+walk+to+freedom&qs_file=&q=h.tviewer&using_sb=status&qsb=keyword
https://www.adifferentbooklist.com/?searchtype=keyword&qs=dreams+from+my+father&qs_file=&q=h.tviewer&using_sb=status&qsb=keyword
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/becoming/9781524763138-item.html?ikwid=becoming&ikwsec=Home&ikwidx=0#algoliaQueryId=fb79d1c832e2cdef350677bc241bb4fb
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/born-a-crime-stories-from/9780385689243-item.html?ikwid=trevornoah&ikwsec=Home&ikwidx=0#algoliaQueryId=456f62cbf20dd531420a0077677f4bfb
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/black-boy/9782070369652-item.html


Black LGBT2SQ+ Literature

• Baldwin, James. Giovanni’s Room

• Carruthers, Charlene. Unapologetic: A Black, queer, and feminist 
mandate for radical movements

• Chin, Staceyann. Other Side Paradise

• Lorde, Audre. Zami: A new spelling of my name

• Mckenzie, Mia. The Summer We Got Free

• Moore, Darnell L. No Ashes In The Fire

• Purnell, Brontez. Since I Laid My Burden Down

• Taylor, Brandon. Real Life

• Walcott, Rinaldo. Queer Returns. *

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/7741/giovannis-room-by-james-baldwin/
https://www.amazon.ca/Unapologetic-Feminist-Mandate-Radical-Movements/dp/0807019410
https://www.amazon.ca/Other-Side-Paradise-Memoir/dp/074329291X
https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJzj4tTP1TcwNTPLNTdg9JJMVMhLLVcoLkjNycnMS1fIT1PIrVTIS8xNBQDTxAvt&q=a+new+spelling+of+my+name&rlz=1C1CHBF_enCA887CA887&oq=a+new+spel&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j46j0l5j69i64.3138j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.amazon.ca/Summer-We-Got-Free/dp/0988628600
https://www.adifferentbooklist.com/?searchtype=keyword&qs=no+ashes+in+the+fire&qs_file=&q=h.tviewer&using_sb=status&qsb=keyword
https://www.adifferentbooklist.com/?searchtype=keyword&qs=since+I+laid+my+burden&qs_file=&q=h.tviewer&using_sb=status&qsb=keyword
https://www.adifferentbooklist.com/?searchtype=keyword&qs=brandon+taylor&qs_file=&q=h.tviewer&using_sb=status&qsb=keyword
https://www.amazon.ca/Queer-Returns-Multiculturalism-Diaspora-Studies-ebook/dp/B06XXQLJYS/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=walcott+queer&qid=1591664969&sr=8-1


Black Feminist Literature

• Collins, Patricia Hill. Black Feminist Thought

• Cooper, Brittney. Eloquent Rage: A Black feminist 
discovers her superpower

• Davis, Angela. Women Race Class

• hooks, bell. Aint I a Woman: Black women and feminism

• Gay, Roxane. Bad Feminist

• Lorde, Audre. Sister Outsider

• Taylor, Keeanga-Yamahtta. How We Get Free

• Walker, Alice. In Search of our Mothers’ Gardens

https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/black-feminist-thought-knowledge-consciousness/9780415964722-item.html?ikwid=black+feminist+though&ikwsec=Home&ikwidx=0#algoliaQueryId=6056ef533242349248ebb20a3097c123
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/eloquent-rage-a-black-feminist/9781250112880-item.html?ikwid=cooper+eloquent+rage&ikwsec=Home&ikwidx=0#algoliaQueryId=bfcb595f4e8e06f276b370e4a35074c0
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/home/search/?keywords=women%20race%20class#internal=1
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/all-about-love-new-visions/9780060959470-item.html?ikwid=bell+hooks&ikwsec=Home&ikwidx=0#algoliaQueryId=b6ddd05f3681bfeb86429d04cf6c74f3
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/home/search/?keywords=bad%20feminist#suggest=1&internal=1
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/sister-outsider-essays-and-speeches/9781580911863-item.html?ikwid=sister+outsider&ikwsec=Home&ikwidx=0#algoliaQueryId=22832a0a11cf388f8b1a6ecb7dabbbdf
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/how-we-get-free-black/9781608468553-item.html?ikwid=taylor+how+we+got+free&ikwsec=Home&ikwidx=1#algoliaQueryId=a2f024c885e3fb81e05b008926235cec
https://www.amazon.ca/Search-Our-Mothers-Gardens-Womanist/dp/0156028646/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=in+search+of+our+mothers+gardens&qid=1591664745&sr=8-1


Letters from Black Canadians
(a series in Macleans*, June 2020)

• Desmond Cole

• Andray Domise

• Esi Edugyan

• Lawrence Hill

• Sandy Hudson

• Eternity Martis

• Rinaldo Walcott

• Ian Williams
Sandy Hudson, co-founder of 
Black Lives Matter - Toronto

https://www.macleans.ca/opinion/a-letter-to-the-canada-u-s-border-they-said-it-would-be-different-on-this-side/amp/
https://www.macleans.ca/opinion/canadas-own-legacy-of-racist-oppression/
https://www.macleans.ca/opinion/the-weight-of-change-should-not-rest-on-the-shoulders-of-black-people/
https://www.macleans.ca/opinion/vote-that-willy-lump-lump-out-of-the-white-house/
https://www.macleans.ca/society/life/we-must-defund-the-police-it-is-the-only-option/
https://www.macleans.ca/opinion/black-women-its-time-society-fights-for-our-lives-too/
https://www.macleans.ca/opinion/we-must-work-toward-an-abolitionist-future-for-our-world/
https://www.macleans.ca/society/the-cameras-on-your-phones-make-black-people-invisible/


Resources for kids and youth

• List compiled by Indigo for kids (with some 
Canadian content)

• List compiled by Indigo for youth (with some 
Canadian content)

• List of books for kids & youth compiled by A 
Different Booklist that centres on Blackness, 
Indigeneity, racism and activism(A Black-owned 
bookstore in Toronto)

• List on books about race and anti-Black racism 
from Essence magazine

• CNN/Sesame Street Town Hall on Racism – June 6, 
2020

• Instagram accounts to follow: @theconsciouskid
@teaching_tolerance

https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/antiracist-reading-list/kids/?mc=AntiracistReading&lu=Leftnav_Kids
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/antiracist-reading-list/teen/?mc=AntiracistReading&lu=Leftnav_Teen
https://www.adifferentbooklist.com/?q=h.tviewer&e_def_id=t3N4I_qu7fU
https://www.essence.com/entertainment/childrens-books-racism/#540890
https://www.adifferentbooklist.com/?q=h.tviewer&e_def_id=t3N4I_qu7fU


Films/tv shows/media

• The Akua Benjamin Legacy Project: celebrating 50 years of Black 
activism *

• The 13th (Documentary) — Netflix

• American Son (Movie) — Netflix

• The Black Panthers: Vanguard of the Revolution (Documentary) — Rent

• Dear White People (TV Show & Movie) — Netflix & Rent

• The Death and Life of Marsha P. Johnson (Documentary) — Netflix

• Do The Right Thing (Movie) — Rent

• Fruitvale Station (Movie) — Rent

• The Hate U Give (Movie) — HBO

• I Am Not Your Negro (Documentary) — Rent

• If Beale Street Could Talk (Movie) — Amazon Prime/ Rent

• Just Mercy (Movie) — Rent

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6335372/


Films/tv shows/media

• The Kalief Browder Story (Documentary) — Netflix

• Little Fires Everywhere  - Amazon Prime

• Loving (Movie) — Rent

• Moonlight — Netflix

• Mudbound (Movie) — Netflix

• The Murder of Fred Hampton (Documentary) — Rent

• Reconstruction: America After the Civil War (TV Series) — PBS

• Rest In Power: The Trayvon Martin Story — Rent

• Selma (Movie) — Rent

• Teach Us All (Documentary) — Netflix

• The Book of Negroes – CBC *

• When They See Us (Television Series) — Netflix

• Understanding Black Stories – Free movie offerings from Cineplex (some of the titles listed 
above are also being offered here)

https://www.pbs.org/weta/reconstruction/
https://www.cbc.ca/bookofnegroes/
https://store.cineplex.com/promo/understandingblackstories.aspx?ex=20200605_CPS_Homepage_Rotator_Film_-_UnderstandingBlackStories_KeyArt_-_LP

